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A MATTER OF MEMBERSHIP 


Here begins the 1917 campaign for new 
members for the A. L. A. Help must be 
had in the campaign. This is a call for 
volunteers addressed by the secretary to 
every member of the Association. 

There ought to be 5,000 members in- 
stead of 3,188 as at present. There are 
enough library workers in the country 
whose names are not yet in the Handbook. 
Every librarian and library assistant who 
receives a salary of not less than $600 a 
year ought to invest $2.00—1/300th part— 
of it in membership in the National Asso- 
ciation which represents the work in which 
he or she is engaged. 

Going to the annual conference is not 
the chief item that counts and makes mem- 
bership worth while. If one can go but 
occasionally that is no reason for not be- 
ing a member of the A. L. A. The con- 
ference should come to the person in the 
shape .of one’s own personal copy of the 
printed Proceedings. 

Having one’s name in the Handbook is, 
experience has plainly shown, the chief 
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tangible reason for being a member. The 
Handbook is practically a directory of the 
leading library folk of the United States 
and Canada and no one who takes his work 
seriously can afford to have his name 
omitted from that directory. 

But above the tangible benefits is the 
satisfaction of feeling one’s self a part of 
the great national body which represents 
the work in which one is engaged. It is 
a contribution that each owes to his or 
her profession. 

Fellow member, will you help in this 
campaign? 

Think of the increased opportunities for 
worthy professional work if our member- 
ship was raised to 5,000 and our available 
funds proportionately increased! 

Here is a definite way in which you can 
help: 

Show this appeal, this invitation, to as 
many as possible of your associates who 
are not members and earnestly urge as 
their duty and their advantage member- 
ship in the A. L. A. 
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Please send the names of all desiring to 
join or who are disposed to consider it to 
the secretary at headquarters and a per- 
sonal note and application form will be 
promptly sent. Or the applicant can send 
without further formality his or her name, 
address and position in library, together 
with a check or money order for $3.00 
($2.00 for the annual dues for 1917 and 
$1.00 for the constitutionally required in- 
itiation fee). 


CO-OPERATIVE INDEXES 


A certain public library has an extensive 
card index relating to poetry, supplement- 
ing Granger; another library has a song 
index and an index to piano music; an- 
other has an index to famous works of 
art, where they are located, what repro- 
ductions can be had, and so forth. There 
must be a considerable number of such 
indexes in the large libraries of the coun- 
try, all of which could be used co-opera- 
tively. Most of these libraries would 
doubtless gladly answer inquiries sent on 
return postcards, if the information could 
be found in the index they possess. 

A member of the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board questions if it would not be a good 
scheme to ask libraries which have special 
indexes on any subjects, and which would 
be willing to co-operate in furnishing in- 
formation contained therein, to send a 
description of such indexes to the A. L. A. 
office, so that these indexes may be listed 
in a little leaflet and sent to the reference 
librarians of the country. 

This seems to the secretaary like a 
very good and practical scheme and he 
would be more than pleased to receive in- 
formation from librarians anywhere and 
everywhere regarding special indexes of 
this sort. This data would be thrown 
together in inexpensive form and given 
wide distribution. 

It is unlikely that any one library would 
be overwhelmed with requests for informa- 
tion, but the occasional aid that might be 
rendered through such a co-operative use 
of indexes might in the long run help in 
very worthy cases, 





CHICAGO MIDWINTER MEETINGS 

The usual midwinter meetings will be 
held in Chicago, with headquarters at the 
Hotel La Salle, where last year’s meetings 
were held. The following rates are offered: 

One Person: Room with detached bath, 
$1.50 and up per day; room with private 
bath, $2.00 and up per day. 

Two Persons: Room with detached bath, 
$3.00. 

Two Connecting Rooms with Bath: Two 
persons, $4.50 and $8.00 per day; four per- 
sons, $7.00 and $12.00 per day. 

Reservations should be made directly 
with the hotel. 





The Council will hold two sessions, the 
mornings of Thursday, December 28 and 
Friday, the 29th. The meetings will be 
open to all librarians who wish to attend. 
Three topics will be discussed: 

1. Valuation of library books for insur- 
ance. 

2. Standardization of library service. 

3. What more can the Publishing Board 
do? 

4. Sponsorship for knowledge. 

The president and program committee 
desire real discussion of these topics, and 
the lack of all formality and formal papers. 
Each member of the Council is urged to 
contribute to the discussion. Two or three 
committees will probably also report 
briefly. 

The annual meeting of the League of 
Library Commissions will meet, with ses- 
sions on the afternoons of December 28 
and 29. The tentative program is as fol- 
lows: 

First Session 

Summer library schools. Training given 
by library commissions, Clara Baldwin, 
Minnesota. 

Certification of librarians. P. L. Wind- 
sor, Urbana, Illinois. 

Aims and underlying principles of com- 
mission work, H. N. Sanborn, Indiana. 

Second Session 

State library extension. Miss Mary 

E. Downey, Utah. 
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Business meeting. 
Reports: 
Secretary-treasurer. 
Standing committees. 
Special committees. 
Election. 


The Executive Board of the A. L. A. 
will meet on Thursday evening, December 
28, 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board will meet 
at a time to be decided later. 

The Association of American Library 
Schools will meet on Saturday, December 
30, both morning and afternoon and mem- 
bers will lunch together on that day. 

The university librarians and the col- 
lege librarians will have their usual in- 
formal round tables, the latter on Satur- 
day morning and afternoon, December 30. 
Dates for the former are not yet definitely 
settled. 

The Bibliographical Society of America 
will meet on Thursday afternoon, the 28th, 
and the Council of the Bibliographical 
Society on Friday afternoon, the 29th. 

All of these meetings will be held at the 
Hotel La Salle. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians and their friends on 
Friday evening, December 29, at the Hotel 
La Salle, and all are cordially invited. 

Those having charge of any meetings not 
here referred to should make arrange- 
ments for suitable rooms either direct 
with the management of the Hotel La 
Salle, or through the secretary of the 
A. L, A. 
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CONCERNING BRANCH LIBRARIES 


An Analysis and Tabulation 
By W. Dawson Johnston, 


Librarian St. Paul Public Library 


In May the following questions were 
sent out by the secretary of the American 
Library Association to the 59 libraries 
which, on their A. L. A. statistical form, 
reported branches: How many of your 
branch library buildings are owned by the 
library? What was the total cost of those 
buildings (exclusive of grounds)? 

The results of the inquiry prove nothing 
as to the importance of separate library 
buildings compared with branches in 
schools or other public buildings. They 
do, however, suggest requirements as to 
number of buildings and cost which should 
be looked upon as minimum in communi- 
ties in which the public schools are not 
built for community library service. 

Out of 59 reporting library branches, 38 
reported one or more branch buildings 
owned by the library. The total number 
of buildings is 174; the total cost of them 
$5,926,188.32. 

Of 8 cities having over 500,000 popula- 
tion according to the census of 1910, 5 re- 
port branch buildings; of 11 cities having 
from 250,000 to 500,000 population 5 re- 
port branch buildings; of 31 cities having 
from 100,000 to 250,000, 12 report branch 
buildings; and 59 cities having from 50,000 
to 100,000 population, 8 report branch 
buildings. 


Cities 250,000 100,000 50,000 


over to to to 
500,000 500,000 250,000 100,000 
General pop. pop. pop. pop. 
Average cost per building.......... $34,058. = $52,967.00 $33,237.00 $25,915.00 $29,393.00 
Average cost per capita............ 89 61 .56 .60 
No. of buildings per capita, 1 to each 60, 183° 59,393 54,197 50,648 49,057 
No. of buildings per acre, 1 to every 11,745 17,840 36,763 54,925 
State and town Population, 1910 Area, Acres Branch Buildings Total Cost 
Alabama: 
Birmingham ....... 132,685 455,334.4 3 $ 30,000.00 
California: 
Oakland ........... 150,174 29,248 4 140,000.00 
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Colorado: 
. Ee ee 245,523 46,148 4 80,000.00 

District of Columbia: 

Washington ....... 331,069 190,389.2 1 40,000.00 
Georgia: 

RE: 6.5 caret cb dn Ex 154,839 364,723 2 32,000.00 
Indiana: 

See RR Pe a 1 16,000.00 
Kenutcky: 

Louisville .......... 223,928 141,504.9 8 208,154.13 
Louisiana: 

New Orleans ....... 348,109 125,440 eee 
Maryland: 

Baltimore .......... 558,485 184,659.8 16 320,000.00 
Massachusetts: 

RE a 670,585 335,904.7 8 336,500.00 

Brookline .......... LE ee 1 24,000.00 

er ew ee os 2 50,000.00 

RS ES daa eS oS a a 1 17,357.30 

Somerville ......... ee paket ie 2 43,000.00 

Worcester ......... 145,986 398,905 3 75,000.00 
Michigan: 

Grand Rapids ..... 112,571 10,730 Bh | “a soe- eee 
Minnesota: 

Pe IA name tet 2 50,000.00 

Fee 214,744 33,390 3 80,000.00 
Missouri: 

Kansas City ....... 248,381 37,443 2 67,500.00 
New Hampshire: 

RIES 3 Ws Ceccsckss alll a EF EES 1 6,500.00 
New Jersey: 

IS. a so s.clwe ES Ni! mck ee. 3 160,000.00 

Montclair .......... ns. \. aucun te 1 34,000.00 

so vs 2.0 nee oce sa <P %. .. 4° See eee 
New York: 

Brooklyn .......... 1,634,351 183,555 22 1,670,605.22 

MR ak dae cankeawe 284,041 616,927.6 6 202,762.11 
Ohio: 

Cincinnati ......... 363,591 111,771.7 10 353,163.19 

Cleveland .......... 639,431 103,173.6 14 574,656.00 
Oregon: 

Portland ........... 207,214 30,975 5 148,829.36 
Pennsylvania: : 

Philadelphia ....... 1,549,008 83,340 19 1,244,000.00 

Pittsburgh ......... 533,905 405,880.1 8 700,000.00 

rrr 129,867 324,096 1 10,000.00 
Rhode Island: 

Providence ........ 224,326 126,469.4 > —~"3°7 eageeeaee 
Tennessee: 

Nashville .......... 110,364 373,248 2 50,000.00 
Texas: 

ND Seas veh ian «owe Sr a eee 1 25,000.00 
Virginia 

EE 6 ds sa '6:Xb «es ee 1 20,000.00 
Washington: 

SE o6 4:5 5.0.48 «0.0.0 3 237,194 35,750 7 234,455.64 

CI, hin 6 cine ca a0 ee ge 1 4,716.80 
Ontario: 


eo) ee eee Sere ss 9 235,000.00 
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THE PRINTING BILL 


The printing bill, which was before the 
last Congress, and which was clearly de- 
scribed at the Public Documents Round 
Table of the Asbury Park Conference, by 
Mr. George H. Carter, Clerk of the Joint 
Committee on printing, failed to be enacted 
into law, and will probably be introduced 
into the coming session. The chairman of 
the A. L. A. Committee on Public Docu- 
ments, Mr. George S. Godard, suggests 
that members of the Association write to 
their Congressmen, calling attention to the 
printing bill as embodying much that is 
desired by the depository libraries, and 
expressing the hope that the bill may be 
enacted into law. Mr. Carter’s paper, 
above referred to, may be found in Asbury 
Park Conference Proceedings, pp. 301-312. 


PATENT OFFICE DRAWINGS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Several libraries have complained of the 
unsatisfactory service of the U. S. Patent 
Office in filling orders for the drawings and 
specifications of patents. The A. L. A. 
Committee on Public Documents have 
taken up this matter with the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, but without any satis- 
factory result thus far. In a recent letter 
to Senator D. U. Fletcher, chairman of the 
joint committee on printing, whose as- 
sistance was solicited, the Commissioner 
says: 

“y . In reply thereto, I have to say 
that 21 libraries in the United States took 
advantage of the annual rate of $50.00 for 
issues of patents, and that from July 1, 
1912 to the end of the year 1915, orders 
amounting to 2,282,547 patents had been 
filed by the libraries. This is, approx- 
imately, three-fourths as many copies as 
are drawn annually in the regular course 
of business by this Office. 


“The young men engaged in filling these 
orders are unable to keep up with the 
work. Orders for 388,206 copies of pat- 
ents issued from July 1, 1912, to December 
31, 1912, have been sent to 21 libraries. 
To 19 libraries, 663,523 copies of patents 
issued during the year 1913 have been sent. 
A total aggregating more than a million 
copies for the years 1912 and 1913 have 
been sent, and the orders for the said 
years have been about completed. 

“An additional employee has been as- 
signed to this specific work, with the re- 
sult that greater progress will be made in 
disposing of the accumulation of orders. 


“The fact that occasional duplicate 
copies are included, and that others are 
missing, is regrettable. Duplication can 
not always be avoided, and many copies 
are exhausted when the particular num- 
bers are reached by the clerks. The ex- 
hausted copies are, however, forwarded as 
soon as they can be reproduced. 

“The only suggestion that I can make 
as to how this matter may be remedied is 
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by an increase, by Congressional enact- 
taent, of the force in the Patent Office. 
“Yours very truly, 
“THOMAS EWING, 
“Commissioner.” 

Because of inability to secure what has 
been ordered, and the great delays in- 
volved in receiving what is sent, at least 
one library has cancelled its order for 
these drawings and specifications. Per- 
haps a protest at the poor service, ad- 
dressed by librarians to their Congress- 
man, might have influence in securing the 
increase in the force at the Patent Office 
which the Commissioner reports as so 
much needed. 

LIBRARY LITERATURE FOR SALE 

A. L, A. Proceedings, 1903-1914 inclusive. 
12 v. unbound. 

Public Libraries: V. 
v. 19, No. 1 and 3, and v. 20, no. 1-2, 5-7 
missing). (Eleven volumes with title page 
and index, except for v. 10). 

Library Journal: VV. 27-28, 
Bound % red morocco. 

A. L. A. Bulletin: (Conf. numbers under 
A. L. A. Proceedings). All have title page 
and index. 

Vv. 1, No. 1-3, 5-6. V. 6, 1-3, 5-6. 


1902-1903. 


V. 2, 1-4, 6. V. 7, No. 1-3, 5-6. 
V. 3, No. 1-4, 6. V. 8, No. 1-3, 5-6. 
V. 4, No, 1-4, 6. V. 9, No. 1. 

V. 5, No. 1-3, 5-6. 


Also duplicates of two each of v. 1, no 3, 


and v. 3, no. 3. 
Dana. American library economy. 
lowing sections: 
Course of study on the use of a library. 
School department room. e 
Administration of lending dept. 
Course of study for normal school pu- 
pils. 
Booklists and other publications. 
Relations with the public: lending 
dept. 
Advertising. 
The charging system. 
The registration desk. 
The business branch. 
High school branch. 
School libraries. 


Fol- 
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A. L. A. Booklist. V. 1, Nos. 1-8. V. 2, 
Nos. 2-3, 6-8. V. 3, No. 1. Title page and 
index V. 1-2 

Iowa Library Commission. Quarterly. 
V. 2,No.1,3,4 V.3. V.4 V. 6. V. 6, 
No. 1-6. Title page and index V. 1-4, 1901-4. 

A. L. A, Handbook, 1905-1906. 2 Nos. 

Cutter-Sanborn alphabetic order table. 
Consonants. 


Cutter expansive classification. 1891-93. 


Kroeger. Guide to reference books. 
1904. 
Linderfelt. Eclectic card catalog rules. 


Library school card catalog rules. 6th 
ed. 1899. 
Simplified library school rules. 


Hasse. U. S. Gov’t publications, Parts 
1-2. 

Dewey. Classification. 6th ed. Limp 
leather. 

Cannons. Bibliography of library econ- 
omy. (Cloth). 


A. L. A. catalog rules, 1908. 

Putnam. Authors and their public in 
ancient times. 

Cockerell. Bookbinding. 

Wisconsin library bulletin. V. 1, Nos. 
1-5, title page and index. V. 2. V. 3, 
Nos. 1-2. 

Make offer for all or part. M., care 
A. L. A. office, 78 E. Washington St., Chi- 
cago. 

SALE, EXCHANGE, WANTS 

(Any library member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice 
of books or periodicals, wanted, for sale, 
or exchange.) 

WANTS 
John Crerar Library, Chicago, III. 

The John Crerar Library. 12th Annual 
report for 1906. Offer 25c a copy. 
Milton, Mass. Public Library. 

English journal, vol. 1-5, no. 6. 

House beautiful, vol. 36, no. 4, Sept., 
1914. 


Industrial arts magazine, vol. 2, nos. 4-6, 
Oct.-Dec., 1914. 

Literary digest, vol. 45, nos. 7, 25, Aug. 
17, Dec. 21, 1912; vol. 46, no. 2, Jan. 11, 
1913; vol. 48, nos. 13, 23-24, Mar. 28, June 
6-13, 1914. 
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Littell’s Living age, vol. 276, nos. 3580, 
3584, Feb. 15, Mar. 15, 1913; vol. 279, no. 
3613, Oct. 4, 1913. 


Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical 
College Library, Agricultural College, 
Miss. 


U. S. Bureau of Education Bulletins, 
1910, no. 3; 1911, nos. 7, 8, 10, 16; 1912, 
nos. 10, 12. 

North Dakota State Normal 

brary, Valley City, N. D. 

A. L. A. Booklist, vol. 1, nos. 3, 4, 5; 
vol. 3, no. 4 and Index. 

A. L. A. Bulletin, vol. 5, no. 4. 

Russell, Kan., City Library. 

American Motherhood, vols. 24 and 32, 
or Jan. and Feb., 1907; May, 1911. 

Arena, vols. 25 and 28, or Mar. 
April, 1901, and Sept., 1902. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Free Public Library. 

North American Review, vols. 131-140, 
147-153, 157-173, 175-191. 

University of Rochester Library, Roches- 

ter, N. Y. 

A. L. A. Booklist, vol. 1, nos. 1-3. 
University of Vermont Library, Burlington, 

Vt. 

Poet Lore, vol. 26, no. 4, 1915. 
Washington University Library, St. Louis, 

Mo. 

Monatshefte f. deutsche sprache  u. 
paedagogik, vol. 14, nos. 3-4, Mar.-April, 
* 1913. 

North Dakota University. Quarterly 
Journal, 1911-12, vol. 2, nos. 1-2 and title- 
page and index. 


FOR SALE 

University of Vermont Library, Burlington, 

Vt. 

American chemical journal, 
vols. 10-50. 

FOR EXCHANGE 

California State Library, Sacramento. 

California Constitutional Convention, 


1849. Report of debates, by J. R. Browne. 
1850. 


Same, in Spanish. 

California. Index to the laws of Cali- 
fornia, 1850-1893. 1894. 

Same, 1850-1907. 1908. 


School Li- 


and 


1888-1913, 
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California. State Engineer. Irrigation 
development, France, Italy and Spain, by 
W. Ham Hall. 1886. 

California State Library. Descriptive list 
of libraries of California, 1904. 

California State Library. History of po- 
litical conventions in California, 1849-92. 
By W. J. Davis. 1893. 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 
North Dakota State Normal School Li- 

brary, Valley City, N. D. 

A. L. A. Booklist, vol. 5, nos. 3, 4, 5, 6 
and index; vol. 7, nos. 1, 2, 3. 

A. L. A. Bulletin, vol. 2, nos. 1, 2, 3; vol. 
3, nos. 2, 3; vol. 6, nos. 2, 5, 6 and index. 
St. Joseph, Mo., Free Public Library. 

Century, vols. 29, 44. 

Harper’s, vols, 38, 40, 41, 43, 44, 45-49, 
70, 71. 

Scientific American, vols. 19-22, 25, 26, 
28. 

Washington University Library, St. Louis, 

Mo. 

North Dakota University. 
Journal, vol. 4, no. 1, 


OFFERS 

Sackett, Chapman and Stevens, Tribune 
Building, New York. 

The “Life and Public Services of An- 
drew Haswell Green,” by John Foord may 
be secured by any library that lacks it 
and applies in writing to Sackett, Chap- 
man and Stevens, attorneys for the ex- 
ecutors of the estate of the late Mr. 
Green, The Tribune Building, New York 
City. 

Mr. Green’s important public services 
in connection with the establishment of 
Central Park in New York City, the Ni- 
agara Falls and other historic and scenic 
reservations, with the overthrow of the 
Tweed ring, with the establishment of 
greater New York, and with the Tilden 
Trust and the New York Public Library, 
make his biography desirable for every 
library interested in public affairs. 

Tufts College Library, Tufts College, Mass. 
Cumulative Book Index. Several nos. 
Reader’s Guide. Several numbers. 
Communicate directly with the Libra- 

rian, Tufts College, Mass. 
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